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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 2329, SD 2

A BILL RELATING TO IGNITION INTERLOCK DEVICES

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION
Rep. Henry J.C. Aquino, Chair

Rep. Troy N. Hashimoto, Vice Chair

Wednesday, March ll, 2020, 10:45 p.m.
State Capitol, Conference Room 423

Honorable Chair Aquino, Honorable Vice Chair Hashimoto, and Members of the
Committee on Transportation, the Office of the Prosecuting Attorney, County ofHawai‘i
submits the following testimony in support of Senate Bill No. 2329, SD 2.

Highway safety in Hawai‘i is compromised by drunk and drugged drivers who continue
to jeopardize the safety of all road users. Ignition interlock devices are a valuable tool in
preventing further instances of drunk driving when installed on a vehicle driven by a defendant
who has already been arrested for driving under the influence.

Individuals that have already had their license revoked for an alcohol related incident are
required to install an ignition interlock to legally drive. HRS 291E~62 sets forth penalties which
include mandatory jail if an individual is convicted of driving on a revoked license after an
alcohol related incident without the appropriate interlock device. This biil proposes that if and
individual is convicted of both HRS 291E-62 (driving while license revoked without an interlock
device) and HRS 291E-6} / 291E-61.5 (DUI, known in Hawaii as OVUII), that any jail time
ordered by the court shall run consecutively. This change will mandate the court to sentence
defendants to meaningful punishment when their conduct is of an inexcusable nature.

Further, this bill proposes a fix to an enforcement issue that arises when police officers
contact a driver with an interlock device. The current language in 291E-62 only requires the
driver to have the ignition interlock permit in their possession, which creates problems for
officers when trying to identify the person. This amendment would require the driver to also
have a government issued photo ID. This is a practical solution to a problem that was drafted
with the intent not to be a road block to people getting ignition interlocks, but rather allowing
police to more quickly identify and confirm that a driver is who they purport to be.

The Office of the Prosecuting Attorney of the County ofliawaii is in support of
S.B. 2329, SD 2, together with all proposed amendments. Thank you for the opportunity to
provide testimony.

Hawaf '1 County is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer







 

 

March 9, 2020 

Hawaii House of Representatives 
Transportation Committee 
State Capitol Room 423 
 
 Re:  Support for SB 2329, Relating to Ignition Interlock Devices 
 

Dear Chairman Aquino, Vice-Chair Hashimoto and members of the committee:  

The Foundation for Advancing Alcohol Responsibility (Responsibility.org) is a national not-for-profit that 

leads the fight to eliminate drunk driving and underage drinking and is funded by the following distillers: 

Bacardi U.S.A., Beam Suntory: Brown-Forman: Constellation Brands, Inc: DIAGEO; Edrington; Mast-

Jägermeister US, Inc., Moët Hennessy USA; and Pernod Ricard USA. To learn more, visit 

www.responsibility.org. 

Responsibility.org supports the mandatory and effective use of ignition interlocks for all convicted DWI 

offenders as part of a comprehensive approach to eliminating drunk driving. We support SB 2329, SD2, 

and urge you to further amend it to include compliance provisions of HB 1814, HD1, and vote in favor of 

it. Evidence shows interlocks are highly effective in preventing alcohol-impaired driving for both repeat 

and first-time DWI offenders while they are installed. We support requiring compliance with the ignition 

interlock program before allowing removal of the device. This is essential to preventing recidivism. More 

than 10 evaluations of interlock programs have reported reductions in recidivism ranging from 35-90% 

with an average reduction of 64% (Willis et al., 2004).  

Additionally, a study commissioned by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) that 

involved a systematic review of 15 peer-reviewed studies revealed that, while interlocks were installed, 

the re-arrest rate of offenders decreased by a median of 67% compared to groups who never had an 

interlock installed (Elder et al., 2011). A strong convergence of scientific evidence has led to substantial 

growth in interlock programs within the last decade, along with a shift toward mandatory interlock laws 

for all DUI offenders.  

At present, all 50 states have passed some form of interlock legislation and achieved different degrees 

of program implementation. A total of 34 states and the District of Columbia have all offender interlock 

laws in place. Interlock programs are most effective when utilized in conjunction with proper 

assessment, treatment, and supervision. It is essential that effective screening for alcohol, drugs, and 

mental health issues be conducted with DWI offenders in tandem with an interlock sanction to identify 

those offenders who have issues that must be treated. Research shows that repeat DWI offenders often 

suffer from multiple disorders. In one study, in addition to a lifetime alcohol disorder, 41% of the 

participants had a drug-related disorder and 45% had a major mental health disorder that was not 

alcohol or drug-related (Shaffer et al., 2007).  

http://www.responsibility.org/


http://www.carstrainingcenter.org/
mailto:brandy.axdahl@responsibility.org
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